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ENVIRONMENT (WALES) ACT 2016
Section 6 BIODIVERSITY and RESILIENCE OF ECOSYSTEMS DUTY

POLICY STATEMENT & REPORT 2025 
BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN (BAP) 2025-28


Adopted by Full Council 21st January 2026
The Environment (Wales) Act 2016 places a biodiversity duty on local councils in Wales which is underpinned by the six NRAP (Nature Recovery Action Plan) objectives. These focus on reversing biodiversity loss in Wales through actions like enhancing resilient ecological networks, engaging communities, safeguarding species/habitats, improving evidence and tackling pressures to aim for a thriving natural environment that benefits people and the economy by linking to global biodiversity goals. Key goals involve creating connected green spaces, ensuring sustainable land management, upskilling for delivery, and embedding nature into all decision-making. 
The following Report and Action Plan, as presented by Llanfoist Fawr Community Council (LFCC), seeks to meet the general objectives of Wales' NRAP by:
Engaging and Supporting: Fostering participation and understanding of biodiversity across all levels, embedding it in decision-making.
Safeguarding Species & Habitats: Protecting and restoring important wildlife sites and species.
Increasing Resilience: Building a more resilient natural environment and green infrastructure.
Tackling Pressures: Addressing threats to species and habitats, including development impacts.
Improving Evidence & Monitoring: Enhancing knowledge and monitoring progress.
Maintaining & Enhancing Networks: Creating connected landscapes for biodiversity. 

LFCC recognises that it falls into a Group 3 organisation under the Section 6 Duty and, where practicable, is committed to using the following key actions to help achieve the above general objectives:
Connectivity: Creating connected green spaces and networks (green infrastructure) for healthier ecosystems and well-being.
Sustainable Practices: Promoting nature-friendly land and building management, sustainable farming, and integrating biodiversity into planning.
Collaboration: Working with individuals, businesses, communities, and public bodies.
Mainstreaming: Integrating nature recovery into broader policy and reporting.



BACKGROUND
Llanfoist Fawr Community Council (LFCC) consists of three villages, one of which (Govilon) sits within the boundary of the Bannau Brycheiniog National Park. The remainder (Llanfoist and Llanellen) are semi-rural communities within the boundary of Monmouthshire County Council. The community has a total population of nearly 3,700 and covers an area of some 18 square miles.
There are currently 10 community councillors and 2 part-time employees consisting of a Clerk and Facilities Officer.
The Monmouthshire to Brecon Canal also runs through Llanellen, Llanfoist and Govilon respectively possessing its own unique and biodiverse systems. This Plan, therefore, has not been developed in isolation rather its focus has been to complement existing Local Biodiversity Action Plans held by Bannau Brycheiniog National Park Authority, Monmouthshire County Council and the Canals & Rivers Trust. In addition, the Plan recognises its responsibilities under the Environment Act (Wales) 2016 which stipulates: authorities "must seek to maintain and enhance biodiversity in the proper exercise of their functions and in doing so promote the resilience of ecosystems". 
With a view to developing existing biodiversity within this unique landscape, the Community Council has sought to establish and maintain areas of grassland and meadows to continue to attract wildlife and actively promote natural habitats for local species. These actions form part of a wider plan which acknowledges that under the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015, the Community Council should provide for "a prosperous economy, a healthy and resilient environment and vibrant cohesive communities". 
LFCC has partnered with Monmouthshire Council Council (as members of the Local Nature Partnership) and the Bannau Brycheiniog National Park Authority as well as consulting widely with its constituents. 
As a statutory consultee, LFCC is also involved in the early stages of the planning process to ensure biodiversity is taken into account when building/extending dwellings within the community. This action is in line with the Planning Policy (Wales) Act 2016 which states: "planning authorities must seek to maintain and enhance biodiversity in the exercise of their functions. This means that development should not cause any significant loss of habitats or population of species, locally or nationally and must provide a net benefit for biodiversity".
As a landowner, LFCC operates a private grounds maintenance contract which fosters a level of control over the management of its recreational green spaces. In addition, the Facilities Officer carries out weekly litter picking activities across four recreation spaces – King George V Field (Govilon) Centenary Field (Llanfoist) Old School Meadow (Llanfoist) and Owain Glyndwr Recreation Ground (Llanellen). 
During the three years to December 2025, the following specific actions have been successfully completed
	Ward
	Green Asset
	Action Plan
	Status

	Govilon
	King George V Field
	Community fruit garden. Raised beds and planting completed. Harvest expected 2022+
	Complete

	Govilon
	King George V Field
	Maintain a dedicated Dog Walk Area to protect existing environment
	Complete

	Govilon
	King George V Field
	Plant native trees
	Complete

	Govilon
	King George V Field
	Plant 100+ metres of hawthorn hedgerow. Will provide habitat and food source for wildlife.
	Complete

	Govilon
	King George V Field
	Retain recently felled large Beech tree stump to provide insect habitat
	Complete

	Govilon
	Memorial Garden
	Maintain flower boxes to encourage pollinators
	Complete

	Govilon
	Salisbury Hall
	Installation of bat boxes and sparrow shelves to Hall structure.
	Complete

	Govilon
	Salisbury Hall
	Small Community Orchard. Trees planted, harvest due 2022+
	Complete

	Govilon
	Salisbury Hall
	Fence off banking to Cwm Shenkin brook to protect habitat. Keep uncut to encourage pollinators
	Complete

	Govilon
	Christmas Lighting
	Utilise LED lighting features to minimise light pollution and energy consumption
	Complete

	Llanfoist
	Centenary Field
	Maintain dedicated Dog Walk Area to protect existing environment
	Complete

	Llanfoist
	Old School Meadow
	Plant fruit trees. 
	Complete

	Llanfoist
	Christmas Lighting
	Utilise LED lighting features to minimise light pollution and energy consumption
	Complete

	Llanfoist
	Public Allotments
	Support grant to Abergavenny Allotment Association
	Complete

	Llanellen
	Owain Glyndwr Field
	Local Places for Nature – Wildlife Garden project
	Complete




[bookmark: _GoBack]The BAP – Biodiversity Action Plan is an organic plan with a commitment for this Plan to be reviewed, and, amended where appropriate by Full Council on a regular basis.
BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN (BAP) 2025-28
	Ward
	Green Asset
	Action Plan
	Status / Target

	Govilon
	King George V Field
	Major project to design, landscape and develop a two hectare natural recreation area
	Target Spring 2027

	Govilon
	King George V Field
	Commission professional tree condition and safety survey and carry out recommended tree management work.
	Target Summer 2026

	Llanfoist
	Centenary Field
	Commission professional tree condition and safety survey and carry out recommended tree management work.
	Target Summer 2026

	Llanfoist
	Old School Meadow
	Commission professional tree condition and safety survey and carry out recommended tree management work.
	Target Summer 2026

	Llanfoist
	Old School Meadow
	Restore and Maintain Pond area
	Spring 2026

	Llanfoist
	Old School Meadow
	Allow meadow grass to grow for pollination.
	For consideration

	Llanellen
	Owain Glyndwr Field
	Commission professional tree condition and safety survey and carry out recommended tree management work.
	Target Summer 2026

	Llanellen
	Owain Glyndwr Field
	Plant a Community Orchard
	For consideration

	Llanellen
	Owain Glyndwr Field
	Plant native trees
	For consideration

	Llanellen
	Owain Glyndwr Field
	Dedicated Dog Walk Area to protect existing environment
	For consideration

	Llanellen
	Owain Glyndwr Field
	Install raised beds containing fruit & vegetables - to be planted and managed by a local community Facebook group 
	For consideration 
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